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Introduction
 
The humble subject line might only be a few words, but it is actually one of the most 
important pieces of content we create in our email marketing.

If we don’t get people opening our emails, we don’t get people reading our emails and 
engaging with us and clicking through to our offers and buying our stuff - so they are a very 
important piece of the puzzle.

Getting even a small bump in open rates for your emails puts so many more people into 
your marketing efforts. So, getting those subject lines working is really a high leverage 
activity. Make just a few tweaks and you could have a big impact on your bottom line.

So how do we do that?
 
There are 8 Types of Subject Lines you can use as inspiration for writing an effective 
subject line (think of your subject lines like the “headlines” for your emails).

And we’ve outlined them here for you in this Cheat Sheet, along with some real-life 
examples.

You can think of this like a go-to checklist you can use if you’re writing your emails and 
looking for ideas for your subject lines.

THE 8 SUBJECT LINES THAT WILL 
GET YOUR EMAILS OPENED  

CHEAT SHEET
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Email Type 1
The Benefit Subject Line:
Lead with a benefit – something that will solve a specific problem or help people achieve a 
specific goal.

Examples:
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Email Type 2
The Urgency Subject Line:
Great to use as you get closer to a deadline. Use sparingly (everything can’t be urgent!).

Examples:
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Email Type 3
The Curiosity Subject Line:
Use open loops, half-finished ideas, questions or other approaches to get people curious 
about what’s inside your email.

Example:
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Email Type 4
The Social Proof Subject Line:
Showing examples, case studies, stories and other evidence of social proof in your 
headline is a powerful way to get your emails opened.

Examples:
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Email Type 5
The Story Subject Line:
People love stories. And when you can start your story in the subject line you will get 
people wanting to read on and open your email.

Examples:



t

7
© 2017 We Are Content
Published by HerBusiness® - HerBusiness is a registered trademark of HerBusiness Pty Ltd

Bonus Download:  The 8 Subject Lines That Will Get Your Emails Opened Cheat Sheet

Email Type 6
The Passion/Personal Subject Line:
This is where you share something you are passionate about - it could be something you 
believe in, something you’re excited about, or it could even be a “rant” where you speak 
about something that’s happening in your industry you don’t agree with or a challenge you 
see people facing.

Examples:
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Email Type 7
The News/Publisher Subject Line:
This is when you curate news or provide updates that will be useful to people in your 
industry. You act like a newspaper or other publisher might.

Examples:
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Email Type 8
The How To Subject Line:
This is one of our all-time favourite subject line types! If you are ever stuck… add a How To 
subject line! 

Examples:
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Want More FREE Downloads and 
Great Information to Help You 
Attract, Convert and Keep  
Your Ideal Clients?

 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE
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